West Contra Costa Unified School District
Office of the Superintendent
Friday Memo
May 19, 2017
Upcoming Events – Matthew Duffy
May 20: Building & Construction Trades Fair, DeJean, 11:00 – 3:00
May 22: 18th Annual Reclassification Ceremony, Richmond Auditorium, 6:30 PM
May 23: Cameron School’s Ice Cream Social, 5:00 PM
May 24: Board of Education, DeJean, 6:30 PM
May 25: WCCUSD Retirement Celebration, Richmond Country Club, 4:30 PM
May 25: Richmond Promise Scholars Celebration, Richmond Auditorium, 5:30 PM
May 25: Kennedy Area Festival, Kennedy Gym, 6:00 PM
May 27: Middle College Graduation Ceremony, Richmond Auditorium, 10:00 AM
May 29: Memorial Day Holiday, Schools and Offices Closed
June 1: Transition Program Graduation, Vista Hills, 10:00 Am
June 2: End of Year Employee Celebration, Richmond Auditorium, 4:00-6:00 PM
June 3: Tech Futures Graduation Ceremony, ECHS Theater, 3:00 PM
May Revision of the State Budget – Sheri Gamba
Enclosed is a summary of the Governor’s May Revision provided by School Services of
California. In short, State revenues are less than expected in January. However, the Governor is
taking an approach to increase certain revenues, while delaying others. The net effect increases
our estimated revenue in 2017-18 by $2 million. Staff is still working on the multi-year
projections in preparation for the budget public hearing on June 14.
Immigration Resources – Matthew Duffy
At its meeting on December 7, 2016, the Board of Education passed a resolution in Support of
Students who are Undocumented, Muslim or Persons of Color and their Families and Protocols
for Immigration and Customs Enforcement Access to Schools. Part of that resolution called for
protocols to be established that sets expectations and guidance for District engagement with ICE.
Staff has, in coordination with legal counsel, written guidelines, which are attached to this
memo. We will bring this item to the May 24 Board meeting in the “Closing the Loop” segment
of the Superintendent’s Report.
Mathematics Adoption Update—6th-8th Grade/Algebra – Nia Rashidchi
We are currently in the field testing stage of the Mathematics adoption process. The adoption
committee narrowed the field from 5 to 2 program choices using state criteria mixed with a
district lens. The adoption committee is comprised of the following folks:
•
•
•
•
•
•

District Math Coaches—3 members
6th grade teachers—3 members
Middle School math teachers—2 members
Algebra teacher-- 1 member
Administrator—1 member
Special Education teacher—1 member

Field testers are currently in the process of trying the two programs selected by the adoption
committee. For 6th-8th grade math, the two curricula are Big Ideas and Go Math. For Algebra I,
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Pearson and McGraw Hill are being field tested. Field testers had access to training provided by
publishers. After completing a 2-week field test on each curriculum, they filled out an on-line
Google Form asking for both Likert Scale ratings results and narrative input.
On May 18, teachers across the district were invited to Alvarado Adult School to hear publisher
presentations and to get their hands on materials. Data from this presentation was also collected
to supplement the input from field testers.
The Adoption Committee will convene at the end of May to make a final selection which will be
put on display at the district office for public viewing. The School Board will be asked to
consider approval of the selected materials at the June 14th Board Meeting.
Richmond High Historically Black Colleges and Universities Trip – Nia Rashidchi
Six Richmond High students will be touring some of the Historically Black Colleges and
Universities (HBCU) this summer. One of the school’s Single Plan for Student Achievement
(SPSA) goals is to ensure that students qualify (GPA, ACT, and courses) to attend an HBCU and
understand what an HBCU offers. During the tour, students will meet with current college
students and staff, learn how to apply to college, and hear about the benefits of attending an
HBCU.
In addition, the trips to HBCUs give students first-hand experience of Black college
environments. Students will visit some of the most notable HBCUs (Bennet College, ClarkAtlanta University, Hampton, Howard, Morehouse, Norfolk State, North Carolina AT&T, and
Spelman) where they will be able to visit lecture halls, dormitories, and meet with student
leaders. This will give our students the opportunity to walk the halls and speak with current
students so when they’re making a decision for college it is an informed one. The HBCU tour
will visit various parts of the American South including the Deep South, Upper South and
Eastern Seaboard. This will also give students a more holistic view of the nation. Finally, the trip
will include visits to historical landmarks where students will gain a personal connection to some
of their history. Upon return, Richmond High students will take what they have learned and
present to the Richmond High Black Student Union (BSU) families and students.
This study trip will be on the May 24 board agenda for approval.
Look What’s Happening at the WCCUSD Fab Lab – Nia Rashidchi
Utilization of our Fab Lab resources continues to grow and expand.
Our Mobile Fab Lab made its first visit to a school site for educational purposes. Karen Rixford,
worked with Fab Lab staff to create a lesson that involved her 5th grade students at Highland
Elementary. To enrich a math lesson, her students designed their own rulers and had them
fabricated using the resources of our Mobile Fab Lab.
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Fifteen students in Kennedy High School’s After School Program utilize the Fab Lab twice a
week. In addition to homework support, students design and create with the support of Fab Lab
staff and Mr. Blatt, KHS chemistry teacher. This program is on-going and will run until the end
of the school year.

The Fab Lab also holds monthly professional development opportunities for teachers. Class
sizes are kept small so that Fab Lab staff can provide individualized attention.
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The Fab Lab continues to be a community resource. An event sponsored by Chevron for Girls,
Inc., was held at the Fab Lab. The Mobile Fab Lab will be deployed to Hercules High School to
support the Makers Fair that will be held on Saturday, May 20th.

Teachers and students have already begun to be enrolled in summer programs to be held at the
Fab Lab. The focus for our high school students will be to train a cadre of students capable of
supporting work in the Fab Lab for which they would earn a stipend. For our teachers, our twoday institutes will focus on learning specific machines and developing lesson plans so they can
return to the lab during the school year with their students.
We will continue to keep board members up-to-date on the Fab Lab progress.
WCCUSD Food Services, Trump Administration rolls back School nutrition standards Lisa LeBlanc
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue on May 1, 2017 announced that the U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) will provide greater flexibility in nutrition requirements for school meal
programs in order to make food choices both healthful and appealing to students. The 2010
Healthy Hunger Free Act signed by Obama provided that meals include fruits and vegetables
every day, more whole grain foods, less saturated fat, trans fat, and sodium. The new
proclamation begins the process of restoring local control of guidelines on whole grains, sodium,
and milk. WCCUSD Food Services will maintain the changes made since 2010 and will
continue to assess, expand upon, and make good food choices for our students.
The biggest challenge in the 2010 Healthy Hunger Free act was introducing whole wheat
requirements since our students were not accustomed to eating that way at home; however, our
participation (the number of students who eat at school) has stayed steady and even increased
since the 2010 Healthy Hunger Free Act was signed into law. The introduction of a fruit or
vegetable at both breakfast and lunch was also challenging for the District due to the amount of
waste; however, a greater variety of fruits and vegetables were introduced to students and more
students are eating them now. WCCUSD Food Services eliminated chocolate milk in 2010 and
has no plans on bringing it back and has not seen a drastic drop in overall milk consumption over
the last 7 years. We offer our students 1% white milk and nonfat lactose free milk to those
students that are lactose intolerant.
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School nutrition supports our students and our educational system. It’s all about increasing
programs such as gardens, nutrition education, cooking classes, anything that educates students
to the importance of nutrition and health and can link to our school cafeterias.
Public Records Log – Marcus Walton
Included in this week’s memo is the log of public records requests received by the district. If
you have any questions, please contact me.
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West Contra Costa Unified School District Guidelines Regarding School Interactions
with United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement
Purpose
Ensuring the safety of our students is our top priority at West Contra Costa Unified School District. Given
the recent political climate and events which have occurred on a national stage, some of our students and
families have expressed concerns about how our schools may interact with the United States Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and protect their privacy. These guidelines are intended to be a resource if
you are ever faced with an immigration enforcement action on your campus. However, if you are faced with
such a situation, immediately contact the Superintendent, or Superintendent’s designee for assistance, who
may in turn consult with legal counsel.
ICE Access to WCCUSD Property
If ICE agents arrive at a school and present paperwork (e.g. arrest or search warrant, court order, or
subpoena), ask to see the ICE agents’ credentials, and ask whether they have received appropriate
authorization to conduct enforcement-related activities at a “sensitive location,” such as a school, under
ICE Policy 10029.2. Request copies of any relevant paperwork. Then, immediately contact the
Superintendent or Superintendent’s designee, for review of the relevant paperwork, and to determine how
to proceed. Explain to the ICE agents the school district protocol of notifying the Superintendent or
Superintendent’s designee of the situation, and ask the ICE agents to wait off campus while the school is
reviewing the matter. Please note that warrants are extremely time sensitive, and there will be very little
time to delay the execution of a valid warrant.
Notify the student’s parents as soon as possible, unless the ICE agents specifically instruct otherwise.
Sharing Student Information with ICE
Student records are protected by state and federal law and should not be shared with ICE, unless there is a
valid court order, subpoena, or consent from the parent/guardian. If ICE agents request student records,
please call the Superintendent or Superintendent’s designee.
Please remember, a student record is any item of information directly related to an identifiable student,
other than directory information, which is maintained by a school district or required to be maintained by
an employee in the performance of his or her duties whether recorded by handwriting, print, tapes, film,
microfilm, or other means.
Children Left Stranded Because His/Her Parent is Detained by ICE
As a proactive measure, schools should encourage all parents to update the emergency contact form. Please
encourage parents to designate an emergency contact that can be available for their student, including back-‐
up contacts.
If a child is left stranded at your school and you suspect it is because his or her parent is detained, please
exhaust the child’s emergency contact list. Please have a staff member remain with the student until the
parent, guardian, or emergency contact can arrive. If the school is unable to reach the parent, guardian or
emergency contact, please call the Community Engagement department at (510) 307-4526.

Public Records Request Log 2016 - 2017
Week Ending May 18, 2017

29

Date of
Receipt
9/14/16

65

2/7/17

83

4/26/17

85

5/8/17

86

5/8/17

Requestor

Requested Records/Information

Matt Cagle
American Civil Liberties Union

Surveillance Technology and Digital
Searches beginning January 1, 2013 –
Present

Casey Hazelhofer
Law Offices of Young, Minney
& Corr. LLP
Dennis Clay

All WCCUSD Elementary & Middle
Schools Student Data, Enrollment,
School Site Data
SGI Contracts / Documents

Ivan Kranjcec
Smart Procure
Matthew McConnaughy
Graybar

WCCUSD MUNIS Purchase Order
Report / February, 2017 – Present
Solar Installation Project – 34 Sites /
Payment Bond

Current Status
12/2/16 Documents sent via email
3/31/17 Documents sent via email
5/5/17 Documents sent via email
Gathering/Reviewing additional DOCs
Response due by 6/9/2017
3/31/17 Documents sent via email
Gathering / Reviewing Additional DOCs
5/9/17 Email Sent
Response due by 5/19/2017
5/9/17 Acknowledgement email sent
5/9/17 Acknowledgement email sent
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