
Sixth Grade Tips 
 
Math Tips 
 
Ø As you plan your next outing or trip, get a map that has the miles listed between cities.  Have 

your child calculate the number of miles roundtrip a certain trip might take.  How long would the 
trip take?  How many gallons of gas?  How much would the gas cost for the entire trip?  Have her 
look at the between cities mileage chart and calculate other trips. 

Ø Ask  your child to measure every room in your house or apartment.  How many square feet?  Ask 
your child to measure the length and width of the floors to calculate the total square footage.   

Ø Whenever you come across a math problem in your daily life, invite your child to talk it out with 
you, even if it’s challenging: taxes, major purchases, the value of items in your home, computer 
and printer purchase, family food bills, computing monthly cost for a car (purchase, loan interest, 
maintenance, insurance, gas, etc).  Ask her to think if she’s solved anything similar before that 
might apply. 

Ø Ask your child to look through a newspaper or magazine.  Have her find and list as many 
percentages and decimal numbers as possible – sale prices, sports scores, bank rates, etc.  Ask her 
what would happen without those “%” or decimal points. 

Ø Ask your child to make a personal budget.  Make a two-column list of expenses and income. See 
if the bottom lines match.  How can he reduce spending,  increase income or add a savings plan? 

Ø Help your child understand living costs.  Make a list of monthly costs: heat, electricity, phone, 
rent/mortgage, garbage, water, food, etc.  Fold the paper to hide the costs and ask him to guess 
the cost of each item.  Unfold the paper.  How do his estimates compare?   

Ø After your next major grocery shopping, give the receipt to your child and ask him to double 
check the adding, multiplication, and subtraction. 

Ø During your next grocery trip have your child weigh things and compute the price.  “Please get 
me 1½ pounds of potatoes… At 39¢ a pound, how much will that come to?” 

Ø Have your child look through the newspaper for every kind of graph she can find – bar, line, pie, 
etc.  Talk with her about each one, its significance to the story, and what information it provides. 

 
Language Arts Tips 
 
Ø Encourage your child to describe people, impressions, and events to you. 
Ø Encourage your child to write longer letters to relatives, friends, newspaper editors, etc. 
Ø If your child likes a particular song, suggest learning the words by writing them down. Take time 

to discuss the lyrics with him.  What appeals to him?  What do the lyrics really mean?  What 
values do they talk about? 

Ø When your child encounters a “hard” word, look it up in the dictionary with him.  Discuss all the 
various meanings.  Particularly point out where the words came from (Greek, Latin, Old English, 
etc.).   

Ø As you read a book with your child, ask her questions about the book’s characters, places, events, 
plot, moral or values, etc.  Have your child read a new story.  Then ask him to tell you the story 
in his own words as fully as possible and in the order it happened. 

Ø Ask your child how a book she’s reading is similar and different then other books she’s read. 
Ø Ask your child to tell you the things he’s done that are similar to the events in a story or book.  

Ask your child about a book’s author.  Why did he write the book?  How did she write it?  Is it 
fiction, non-fiction, or parts of both?  What’s the author’s point of view?  What’s his major 
point? 

Ø Read and discuss the newspaper’s editorials occasionally with your child, especially if they have 
something to do with children.  Does he agree or disagree?  Why?  Why not?  What would he say 
about the editorials?  Why?  What are the basic values involved in them? 

Ø When your child has a major writing assignment, help her fully understand and use all stages of 
the writing process: thinking, researching, organizing, outlining, drafting, revising, editing, and 
final production. 

Ø Take your child whenever possible to stage plays, musicals, cultural exhibits, and the like.  
Afterwards, discuss them with him.  Have him tell you about his experiences, and what he saw, 
and learned. 

West Contra Costa  
Unified School District 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Standards 
for  

Sixth Grade 

The West Contra Costa Unified School District, in partnership with 
families, staff, students, and the community, develops educational 
programs to meet the needs of all students.   
 
This brochure is designed to introduce families and caregivers to the 
WCCUSD Standards in Language Arts and Mathematics.  These grade-
level standards were adopted by the school board during the 1998-99 
school year.  Students are assessed every year to monitor their progress 
in meeting these standards. 
 
Our school district is committed to working with families to assure 
student mastery of these mandated standards. 
 

Board of Education 
 

 Karen Leong Fenton 
George Harris III 

Patricia Player 
Glen Price 

Charles Ramsey 
 
 

Revised 7/2003 



 
 
 

Standard 1 - Reading:     Word Analysis, Fluency, and Systematic  
                                         Vocabulary Development 
Students use their knowledge of word origins and word relationships, as well 
as historical and literary context clues, both to determine the meaning of 
specialized vocabulary and to understand the precise meaning of grade-level-
appropriate words. 
• Word Recognition 
• Vocabulary and Concept Development 
Standard 2 - Reading: Comprehension (focus on informational materials) 
Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material.  They 
describe and connect the essential ideas, arguments, and perspectives of text, 
and they relate text structure, organization, and purpose. 
• Structural Features of Informational Materials 
• Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text 
• Evaluation of Style 
Standard 3 -Literary Response and Analysis 
Students read and respond to historically or culturally significant works of 
world literature. They clarify the ideas and connect them to other literary 
works. 
• Structural Features of Literature 
• Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text 
• Literary Criticism 
Standard 4 - Writing: Writing Strategies 
Students write clear, coherent, and focused essays.  Writing exhibits 
awareness of both the reader and purpose.  Essays contain formal 
introductions, bodies of supporting evidence, and conclusions.  Students 
successfully use the stages of the writing process, as needed. 
• Organization and Focus 
• Research and Technology 
• Revising and Evaluating Writing 
Standard 5 - Writing Applications  
       (Different Types and Their Characteristics) 
Students write narrative, expository, persuasive, and descriptive text of at 
least 500 to 700 words.  Student writing uses standard English and  research, 
organizational, and drafting strategies .  
Standard 6 – Written and Oral English Language Conventions 
Students write and speak using standard English  that is appropriate for each 
grade level. 
• Sentence Structure 
• Grammar 
• Punctuation 
• Capitalization 
• Spelling 

Sixth Grade Language Arts 
Standard 7 - Listening and Speaking Strategies 
Students deliver coherent  presentations that convey ideas clearly and 
relate to the background and interests of the audience.  They evaluate the 
content of oral communication. 
• Comprehension 
• Organization and Delivery of Oral Communication 
• Analysis and Evaluation of Oral and Media Communications (t.v. 

news/ads) 
Standard 8 – Speaking Applications  
        (Different Types and Their Characteristics) 
Students deliver well-organized formal presentations employing 
traditional rhetorical strategies.  Student speaking uses standard English, 
organization and delivery strategies. 
 

 
 
 

Number Sense 
• Students compare and order fractions, decimals, and mixed numbers.  

They solve problems involving fractions, ratios, proportions, and 
percentages (place positive & negative fractions, decimals on a 
number line). 

• Students calculate and solve problems involving addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division of rational numbers (fractions). 

Algebra and Functions 
• Students write verbal expressions and sentences as algebraic 

expressions and equations; they evaluate algebraic expressions, solve 
simple linear equations and graph and interpret their results. 

• Students analyze and use tables, graphs and rules to solve problems 
involving rates and proportions. 

• Students investigate geometric patterns and describe them 
algebraically. 

Measurement and Geometry 
• Students deepen their understanding of measurement of plane (2-

dimensional) and solid (3-dimensional) shapes and use this 
understanding to solve problems. 

• Students identify and describe the properties of two-dimensional 
figures (use formulas:  area of a triangle, perimeter of a rectangle). 

Statistics, Data Analysis and Probability 
• Students compute and analyze statistical measurement for data sets. 
• Students use data samples of a population and describe the 

characteristics and limitations of the samples (analyze & describe data 
displays). 

• Students determine theoretical and experimental probabilities and use 
these to make predictions about events. 

Mathematical Reasoning Strand 
• Students make decisions about how to approach problems. 
• Students use strategies, skills and concepts in finding solutions. 
• Students move beyond a particular problem by generalizing to other 

situations. 

Sixth Grade Mathematics 


