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INTRODUCTION 
 
The West Contra Costa Unified School District has contracted with Davis Demographics & 
Planning, Inc. (DDP) to update and analyze demographic data relevant to the District’s 
facility planning efforts.  The scope of contracted work includes: mapping the District, 
address matching the current student file, developing and researching pertinent 
demographic data, identifying future residential development plans and developing a ten-
year student population projection.  DDP will then assist the District in developing solutions 
for housing future student population. Additionally, this  
 was prepared to assist the District’s efforts in evaluating future site requirements and 
attendance area changes. 
 
The purpose of this report is to identify and inform the District of the trends occurring in the 
community; how these trends may affect future student population; and to assist in 
illustrating facility adjustments that may be necessary to accommodate the potential student 
population shifts.  The District can then use this information to better plan for the need, 
location and timing of facility or boundary adjustments. 
 
The Sources of Data section details where the two sources of data, geographic and non-
geographic, are collected and how each data item is used in the student population 
projection model. 
 
The Projection Methodology section discusses in detail how the factors used in the study 
were calculated and why they were used.  These factors include: the calculation of incoming 
kindergarten classes, additional students from new housing (referred to as student yield), the 
effects of student mobility, and a detailed review of planned residential development within 
the District. 
 
The District Student Resident Projection Summary section reviews the Fall 2012/13 
student resident projection results.  Included in these sections are a district wide student 
population projection summary and a projected resident student population summary for 
each existing attendance area and study area. 
 
While reading this report, it is important to remember that this is a snapshot of current and 
potential student population based upon data gathered in Fall 2012/13.  Population 
demographics change, development plans change, funding opportunities can change, 
District priorities can change, and therefore, new projections and adjustments to the overall 
Master Plan will continue to be necessary in the future. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Davis Demographics & Planning, Inc. (DDP) is assisting the West Contra Costa 

Unified School District (District) to plan for future student population changes. As part of 
this effort, the District requested a 10 year forecast through fall 2022/23 This report contains 
the results of this student population study.  Factors such as current and historical student 
data trends, birth trends and estimates, as well as planned residential development have 
been taken into consideration. 

 
It is important to remember that this projection is based upon residence of the 

current and future students as opposed to actual enrollment at each campus and is 
designed to alert the District as to when and where student population shifts will occur.  For 
a detailed accounting of the enrollment at each school along with insight into the current 
inter-district and intra-district transfer patterns, please review the attendance matrix (Section 
Three – Attendance Matrices). 
 
 An increase in the number of births reported between 2006 and 2008 has caused 
larger kindergarten classes to be introduced to the District in recent years continuing a trend 
that has been present in recent years and has helped to form a bubble of larger student 
classes that stretches from kindergarten to 5th grade. The District has also implemented a 
transitional kindergarten program as directed by the State of California that will ultimately 
lead to the larger number of children being eligible for enrollment in a given year. As a result 
The District’s TK-6 resident student population is expected to grow significantly over the 
next 10 years. By the end of the projection period in fall 2022 the District should expect 
18,652 resident TK-6 students. 23 of the District’s 32 elementary attendance areas are 
expected to see an overall increase while the remaining 9 are projected to decline. The 
Chavez elementary attendance area is projected to see the largest gain of any attendance 
area as it is expected to gain an additional 203 K-6 students over the next 10 years. In 
contrast the Lake attendance area is projected to see the steepest decline of any of the 
elementary attendance areas and is expected to lose 131 students by 2022. Whether or not 
an elementary attendance area grows or declines will largely be determined by how the 
students residing within the attendance area are distributed among the grades. With birth 
rates and transitional kindergarten playing such a pivotal role in the elementary student 
population projections it will be important for the District to continue to monitor these 
statistics as they become available in the future. This will be vital in determining if the 
implementation of transitional kindergarten will continue to offset the declining birth rates 
that have been observed in some parts of the District.  
 
 As the forming student population bubble moves through the District it will begin to 
impact the District’s resident 7th and 8th grade student population.  Larger incoming 7th grade 
classes are expected to begin entering the District’s middle school student population in fall 
2013. This will result in a growing 7th and 8th grade student population through 2022. At the 
end of the 10 year projection period in 2022 the resident 7-8 student population will have 
climbed by 636 students from fall 2012. The Helms Middle School attendance area is 
expected to see the largest increase over the next 10 years adding an additional 238 
students to its resident student population by fall 2022.  
 
 . Once the student population bubble begins to entering the high schools a growing 
trend will begin to take hold and accelerate. Overall the District should see an increase of 
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917 in its resident high school student population by 2022. Only 2 of the District’s 6 high 
school attendance areas will see declines during this period while the remaining 4 
attendance areas will see gains. The El Cerrito High School attendance area is expected to 
see the most growth by adding an additional 581 students over the next 10 years. The 
Pinole Valley attendance area is expected to see the steepest of the declines losing a 
projected 145 students over the next 10 years.   
 
 The District as a whole can expect to see an increase in its overall resident TK-12 
student population over the next 10 years. Growth is expected to occur in each year with 
the exception of 2022. By the end of the projection period in fall 2022 the district should 
see 32,151 resident students up 3002 students from fall 2012. The continued impact of a 
forming student population bubble in the elementary grades will cause growth to occur 
across all grade groupings over the next ten years.   
 
  


